
AP Language and Composition  
Summer Reading 2017 

 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 
 

I hope that you enjoy taking the course as much as I enjoy teaching it.  Your summer work consists of three 
separate assignments: 
 
 1.   Reading and annotating (annotating is optional) Freakonomics.  There are 27 copies 

available for check out at the Hudson Public Library’s teen room, and they are reserved for students in 
AP Language and Composition.  You may also purchase your own copy.  Feel free to annotate or take 
notes as you will respond to this in writing when you return to school. 
 

2.   Reading and annotating (annotating is optional) On Writing by Stephen King.   You may purchase a 
new or used copy, or you may check it out from the public library; however, I have not placed any on 
reserve.  Write a response to On Writing; instructions are attached. (50 points) 

 
 3.  Write an “Open Letter.”  Instructions and sample are attached. (50 points) 
 
 

 
OPTIONAL Enrichment  

 
Choose at least one work from the list included toward the end of this packet and read it for pleasure.  If you are 
interested in letting me know what you thought of it, write a review.  Hopefully you are an avid reader and don’t stop 
with just one! 
 

OPTIONAL and immensely enjoyable summer reading for me 
 
Share your writing with me!  If you write regularly, I would love to begin the year already knowing you through your 
writing.  Please send me copies of your work so that I can read them at my leisure during the summer.  You can send 
them to the e-mail address below.   

 
 
 
If you are having difficulty throughout the summer, please do the following: 

 
E-mail me (vonvillg@hudson.edu).  I will be happy to respond to your questions.  Please understand 
that since it is summer, my response may not be immediate.  Be advised, if you choose to wait until 
the last minute (1-2 days before school), you may not get the information you need in the time you 
need it. 

 
Have a wonderful summer, and I will see you next school year!  Please be sure 
to bring all work to class on the first day of school. 

 
Mrs. Von Ville 

Mrs. Chiwaki 

mailto:vonvillg@hudson.edu


 

AP Language and Composition  
Summer Reading 2017—Part I (annotating may serve to be helpful when you return to school but is not mandatory) 

Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 
 
Please read Freakonomics.  As you read, you may want to note the following: 
 
 

 Identify passages that introduce authorities/experts and/or their credentials.   
Why start out a book about economics with this aspect of nonfiction writing?   

 
 Label anecdotes, narratives, and examples.   

How does this type of writing and information affect the book’s use of experts?   

 
 Observe how the authors use page breaks, italics, and casual transitions, such as “And 

then.” 
How do they affect your reading? 

 
After annotating these pages, please continue reading, paying special attention to the page(s) 
that introduce each chapter.  If you are reading a copy of this book that you own, please continue 
to mark the text.  OR if you are using a borrowed copy, please take notes about the content, 
tone, and authors’ style.  Always note or mark passages that cause confusion or result in 
ambiguity. 

 
 

Once we meet as a class, we will discuss how an economist whose work supposedly has no theme can write a 
book about economics with a theme.  So be on the lookout for this book’s theme.  Happy reading!  I think that 

you are going to really enjoy this book. 



AP Language and Composition  
Summer Reading 2017—Part II (annotating may serve to be helpful when you return to school but is not mandatory) 

Response to On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King (worth 50 points) 

 
After reading On Writing In a two-page, typed response I would like you to respond, reflect, and 
connect to what you have read.  Below you will find some questions which may facilitate thoughtful 
responses to the book.  You are not limited to these, but they may help you to start thinking about 
how to respond to the text. 

 

 Respond--discuss King’s book specifically.  What is his point?  Did you enjoy the format of the 
book?  Explain. 

 Reflect—what did you find enlightening or illuminating regarding the subject of writing?  Did 
knowing about his life enhance the book at all?   

 Connect—discuss your experience with writing (childhood to adolescence, school and outside of 
school). 
  

Again, remember that you are in no way limited to talking about the items listed above. Note that 
you are given only two pages, so work hard to produce a clean, clear, cohesive piece of writing which 
avoids redundancy.  Use specifics to validate your point; they are the key to distinctive piece. 

 



 

AP Language and Composition  
Summer Reading 2017—Part III  

Open Letter (worth 50 points) 
 
In an effort to develop both your voice and your creativity as a writer, we are asking you to write an “Open Letter.”  An open letter 
is a piece of writing in which you respond to someone or something that cannot write back or is unlikely to do so. 
 
Please see the samples below, and/or visit http://www.mcsweeneys.net/links/openletters/  
for additional examples.  As you write, keep in mind that your first formal speaking opportunity will be to share 
this letter with the class when we return at the end of summer.  Additionally, you want to be as original as 
possible, utilize specific details when constructing your letter, concisely illustrate your point, so that YOUR 
VOICE as a writer shines through.  (e.g. a letter to your iPhone, video games, summer homework, summer 
vacation have been done many, many times.  Can you think beyond that?) 

 

An Open Letter to Bowser 

May 27, 2010 

Dear Bowser,  

 

Screw you, man. Screw. You. 

  

There I was, flying happily down Rainbow Road. The virtual wind was in my mushroom cap, the glow of fake stars shining down on my trusty duck car. I 

was dodging banana peels like illegal immigrants dodge the searching floodlights of helicopters.  

 

Squid ink? Psh, I looked past it. Lightning bolts? Psh! What‟s a little storm? Blue shells? ...Ok, those were inescapable (and not to mention pretty freaking 

annoying), but I recovered. Images of golden special cup trophies danced in my head. I was invincible, and it wasn‟t just because I got a star from an item 

box (although that didn‟t hurt).    

 

Anyway, so there I was, expertly navigating around the holes in the floors, avoiding the rail-less sides, and I was doing good. I was doing excellent. I was 

doing fantastic, if I do say so myself (and I do).  

 

You just had to ruin it, didn‟t you? You saw little Toad having the time of his life in his duck car on Rainbow Road, and you just had to go and shove him 

off the side, didn‟t you? Didn’t you?   

 

You did.  

 

Bully. Jerk-face.  

 

It all happened so fast. One minute I was admiring the shimmering rainbow tiles and the fine craftsmanship of the star fences, and then – WHAM! – a flash 

of silver spikes and a low growl and I was plunging into space. Falling, falling, falling… 

 

I was in shock. I didn‟t know what happened. No – I didn‟t want to admit what had happened. I just couldn‟t understand it. I watched as the screen slowly 

faded to black, as that nice little cloud chased after me to pull me back up (now there’s a character you could take a lesson from). My beautiful “1” in the 

corner slowly dropped. By the time I recovered and restarted, it was too late. I had fallen to eighth place.   

 

Besides, it wasn‟t the same after that. I had lost my rhythm, my streak. I finished the race because I had to; there was no joy in it anymore. Thanks for taking 

that from me. Thanks so much.  

 

Why are you angry all the time, Bowser? Why do you need to shove people off roads? I mean, you have so much going for you. You‟re the king of the entire 

Koopa race! You can breathe fire! You have your own castle! You‟re in almost every Mario game ever made!  

 

You should be the happiest guy in this whole cast. You should be handing Cokes to random strangers on the street, singing songs about peace and love. Why 

can‟t you let yourself find that kind of happiness? Why are you holding on to all of this bitterness and anger? Take a step back. Ask yourself how much joy 

you are getting out of this kind of life.  

 

I think you should see a therapist, straighten some things out. You have eight kids. What kind of an example are you setting for them? Do you really want to 

teach them that the only road to happiness is the one clear of all other characters? That‟s a lonely path, man, I‟m telling you. It‟s something you should 

reconsider.  

 

Besides, cross me again and I will take you out. Yes, that is a threat. I don‟t care what kind of childhood trauma you went through, it is not cool to push 

people off the Rainbow Road. It‟s just… It‟s not cool.   

 

Ok, take some time to think this letter over. Digest it. Maybe you‟ll emerge as a better Koopa, one who doesn‟t have to bring people down to feel good about 

himself. I hope you do. I wish you the best of luck, I really do. I‟ll see you on Shy Guy Beach.  

 

Cordially,  

Daphne Chen 

 

http://www.mcsweeneys.net/links/openletters/


An Open (Break Up) Letter 

To  

Facebook 

 

May 28, 2010 

 

You have one notification: 

 

I realize this might be sudden, but I need to be fair to you. I am not sure if I can keep this relationship going for much 

longer. 

 

I first met you through my friends. It was the cool new thing to log on to your page and check out what everyone else 

was doing. I, of course, was still new because I‟d never even had a MySpace before. My only experience was through 

aim‟s buddy profile, and I didn‟t quite understand why everyone was moving on so fast. As soon as I created my 

profile, I couldn‟t believe the new world you had created for me. You were so connected and introduced me to so 

many new people. I immediately knew who was single, dating, or in the mysterious relationship of „it‟s complicated‟. 

I could creep on anyone I wanted without them finding out; I could read the „wall to walls‟ of people I barely knew; I 

could get party invites, and of course don‟t forget bumper stickers. I would long for your bumper stickers. You let me 

express my artistic abilities with wall art, then learn the ability to write secret messages in them by pressing the 

„Replay‟ button. After every party or dance, I could look through all the pictures and feel like I had been there myself.  

I would „join‟ or „like‟ groups like a girl changes clothes. I have become your captive, willing to bow down at your 

command. 

 

 As the years grew on, I have become obsessed. I log on every time I go to a computer; when I‟m bored I succumb to 

your demands to find out what you were doing. I go to start my homework, and there you are again, taunting me with 

the curiosity of the ultimate fun everyone else seemed to be having and what I was missing out on. 

 

I started to blame my workload for all the events I was missing, but I‟ve come to realize it was you all along. You‟ve 

come between me and my life. I cannot focus on my homework, or finish in less than five hours, because I keep 

finding messages on my wall; or I simply need to check if anything new has happened.  You are jealous and freeze the 

computer every time a try to go to another website; Google is just a friend, I promise. 

 

All that said, I don‟t think I can do this anymore. You know I am a procrastinator and you just throw fire on those 

flames. Twitter and I have been talking, and it seems more simplistic, which is something I need. I have had enough 

with the constant poking, the friend suggestions, and people wishing that airplanes were shooting stars. I am sorry, and 

even though I will miss your pirate language, I think it is for the best. I am still not quite ready to let go, so I hope we 

can stay friends. I trust you will make this Facebook official. 

 

            

Allison Gorman logging off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

AP Language and Composition  
Summer Reading 2016—OPTIONAL READS  
 

The following works (listed in no particular order) are examples of classic texts that are commonly read in 
accelerated American Literature courses.  We will be unable to read and study these to completion.  But, 
perhaps you could pick up one or more on your own! 
 

 

 Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger 

 Old Man and the Sea or The Snows of Kilimanjaro, Ernest Hemingway 

 The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain 

 Leaves of Grass, Walt Whitman 

 The Grapes of Wrath, John Steinbeck 

 Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison 

 Their Eyes were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston 

 Slaughterhouse Five, Kurt Vonnegut 

 On The Road, Jack Kerouak 

 Walden, Henry David Thoreau 

 I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou 

 The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison 
 
 
The following (listed in no particular order) are high interest nonfiction that my past students have recommended 
for your reading pleasure. 
 

 Unbroken, Laura Hillenbrand 

 Dress your Family in Corduroy and Denim, David Sedaris 

 A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah 

 The Devil in the White City, Erik Larson 

 Autobiography of a Face, Lucy Grealy 

 Tweak: (Growing up on Methamphetamines), Nic Sheff 

 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skloot 

 The Glass Castle, Jeanette Walls 

 The Color of Water, James McBride 

 Fast Food Nation, Eric Schlosser 

 The Cheating Culture, David Callahan  

 Profiles in Courage, John F. Kennedy 

 The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Malcolm X 

 Reviving Ophelia, Mary Pipher 

 Dreams of My Father, by Barack Obama 

 Nickel and Dimed, Barbara Ehrenreich 

 David and Goliath, Malcolm Gladwell 

 The Other Wes Moore, Wes Moore 

 No Impact Man, Colin Beaven 
 
 
 
Or perhaps you’ll decide to pick up something by Stephen King!  He is known for more than just horror novels.  He 
actually wrote the short story, “Rita Hayworth and the Shawshank Redemption”, upon which the movie is based. 


